Amendment and Response 
Ser. No. 09/287,023 

1. VAmended) In a telecommunications system functionally 
interconnectingXa service switching point, a service control point, and an intelligent 
network element and the telecommunications system including a billing system 
functionally connected at least to the service control point for retrieval of billing 
messages, the billin^system including telecommunications accoimts for charging fees to 
subscribers with respect to telecommunications services provided to the subscribers, a 
method for using a communication to conduct a transaction with respect to a 
telecommunications account, comprising: 

receiving the commmiication at the service switching point, the communication 
being associated with a callir^ line number associated with a first telecommunications 
account; 

causing the service switching point to route the communication to the intelligent 
network element; 

causing the intelligent netwc^k element to obtain a telecommunications account 
number and a transaction amount fronrythe communication, 

the telecommunicationsX account number corresponding to a second 
telecommunications account with respecfyto which the transaction is to be conducted in 
the billing system; 

in response to obtaining the telecommunications account number and the 
transaction amount, causing the intelligent network element to provide the 
telecommunications account number, the transaction amount, and a calling line number 
associated with the second telecommunications\account and the communication to the 
service control point; \ 

in response to receipt of the telecommunications account number, the transaction 
amount, and the calling line number associated with the second telecommunications 
account, causing the service control point to\^make an assignment of the 
telecommunications account number, the transaction amount, and the calling line number 
associated with the second telecommunications account to. a billing message; and 
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causing the billing system to retrieve the billing message from the service control 

point, 

to note the assignment of the telecommunications account number, the 
transaction amount, and the calling line number associated with the second 
teleconununications account to the billing message, and 

baseck on the assignment, to conduct the transaction in the billing system 
with respect to tnte second telecommunications account associated with the 
teleconamunications account number by crediting or debiting the second 
telecommunications account by at least the transaction amount. 

10. (Amended) A\,niethod for executing a transaction with respect to an 
account, comprising: 

receiving a communication on a calling line associated with a calling line 

number; 

obtaining an account \number and a transaction amount from the 
communication, the account number corresponding to an account with respect to which a 
transaction is to be conducted, the accoW associated with a recipient other than a 
subscriber associated with a calling line number account associated with the calling line 
number; 

creating a bilUng message withVespect to the caUing line number, the 
billing message including the account number, \^ transaction amount, and the calling 
line number; and 

using the account number and the transaction amount from the billing 
message to execute the transaction with respect to the account corresponding to the 
account number. 



18. (Amended) In a system for billing fees to subscribers for provision of 
telecommunications services, each subscriber having a telecommunications account in 
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the systen\ the telecommunications account being associated with at least one caUing line 
number, a method to conduct a transaction with respect to a telecommunications account 
in the system\comprising: 

obtaining a billing message generated as a result of a telecommvmications service 
performed with respect to a calling line number; 

in response^to obtaining of the billing message, making a determination that the 
billing message includes an indication that a transaction is to be conducted with respect to 
a telecommunications Vccount in the system, the teleconmiunications account associated 
with a recipient other tnan the subscriber associated with a calling line number account 
associated with the callingMine number; and 

in response to the determination, conducting the transaction with respect to the 
telecommunications account. 



26. (Amended) In a\elecommunications system wherein a billing message 
is created with respect to a commurucation, wherein the billing message is further created 
with respect to a calling line numb^ account corresponding to a calling line number 
associated with the communication, an^ wherein the billing message is obtained by a 
billing system having access to the callinV line number account and to other accounts, a 
method for execution of a transaction in Vhe billing system between the calling line 
number account and one of the other accounts to which the billing system has access, 
comprising: 

providing that the billing message includes an indication for the execution 
of the transaction, 

causing the billing system to make aN^ecognition of the indication in the 
billing message; and 

in response to the indication in the billikg message, causing the billing 
system to execute the transaction between the calling line number account associated 
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with a subscriber and the one of the other accounts associated with a recipient other than 
the subscribe 




34. O^mended) In a telecommunications system functionally 
interconnecting aXservice switching point, a service control point, and an intelligent 
network element, \nd the telecommunications system including a billing system 
functionally connected at least to the service control point for retrieval of billing 
messages, the billing system including accounts for conducting transactions, a method for 
using a communication to V)nduct a transaction with respect to an account, comprising: 

receiving the communication at the service switching point, the communication 
being associated with a calling >ine number; 

causing the service switching point to obtain instructions regarding the 
communication from a service control point; 

based on the instructions from the service control point, causing the service 
switching point to obtain an accoun^ number and a transaction amount from the 
communication, 

the account number correspo^iding to an account with respect to which the 
transaction is to be conducted in the billing system, the account associated with a 
recipient other than a subscriber associated witnya calling line number account associated 
with the calling line number; 

in response to obtaining the account numbeK and the transaction amount, causing 
the service switching point to provide the account number, the transaction amount, and 
the calling line number associated with the communicatiVi to the service control point; 

in response to receipt of the account number, thV transaction amount, and the 
calling line number, causing the service control point to make an assignment of the 
account number, the transaction amount, and the calling line mmber to a billing message 
by including the account number, the transaction amount, and the\calling line number in 
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the billing message and by posting the billing message for obtaining by the billing 
system;\and 

causing the billing system to retrieve the billing message from the service control 
point, \ 

\ to note the assignment of the account number, the transaction amount, and 
the calling lineyiumber to the billing message, and 

bsised on the assignment, to conduct the transaction in the billing system 
with respect to thd account associated with the account number by crediting or debiting 
the account by at least the transaction amount. 

35. (Amended) A method for executing a transaction, comprising: 
receiving a communication associated with a calling line number; 
obtaining a transacticm amount from the communication; 

coding the transactionVmount and the calling line number into a billing message; 
posting the biUing message; 

obtaining the billing message, and decoding the transaction amount and the 
calling line number from the billingViessage; and 

crediting or debiting an account by the transaction amount, the account associated 
with a recipient other than a subscriber associated with the calling line number. 

36. (Amended) A system fonallowing a user to initiate a transaction and 
have the transaction conducted, comprising: \ 

a service switching point (SSP) \ 

for receiving a communication from the user, and 

for obtaining and acting on instructions regarding the communication; 

a service control point (SCP) \ 
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for providing the instructions regarding the communication to the SSP, the 
instructions iiktructing the SSP to retrieve transaction information and to forward the 
transaction infoVnation to the SCP, 

fo^including the transaction information in a bilhng message by assigning 
the transaction infoWation to at least a field of the bilhng message, and 

for porting the billing message for retrieval by a billing system; and 
the billing syste 

for retrie\Hng the billing message, 

for recognizing the transaction information in the billing message, and 
based on theVecognition, for conducting the transaction based on the 
transaction information, whereiii the SCP is operative to code the transaction amount into 
a field of the billing message anl^ the account number into another field of the billing 
message, and wherein the billing s^tem is operative to decode the transaction amount 
fi-om the field of the billing message and account number fi:-om the another field, and to 
credit or debit an accoimt by the transaction amount, the account associated with a 
recipient other than the user 
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